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Contact Us:
Jan Godek
Township Supervisor
Jan@loditownshipmi.org
Ext. 1

Christina Smith
Township Clerk
Christina@loditownshipmi.org
Ext. 2

Michelle Foley
Township Treasurer
Michelle@loditownshipmi.org
Ext. 3

Stephanie Renuis
Township Assessor 
assessor@loditownshipmi.org 
Ext. 4

  3755 Pleasant Lake Road,  
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Office Hours:

•  Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m. – noon

•  Friday –  Remote working, offi-
cials available by phone/email

Holiday Hours:

•  Closed for Thanksgiving No-
vember 24-26, 2021

•  Closed for Christmas December 
23-29, 2021. *See Treasurer’s 
article for tax payment options

•  Open December 30, 2021  
9am-5pm for tax collection

•  Closed December 31, 2021 and 
January 1, 2022

Assessor Office Hours:

•  Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – noon and 
by appointment only Tuesday 
afternoons until 4:00 p.m. 

734.665.7583 • Fax 734-665-7982

www.loditownshipmi.org

From the Supervisor
The passage of Lodi Township’s road millage in November 2020, has 
allowed the township to approve much needed improvements to the local 
road system, over and above what the current budget would support. 
The township board has approved the following 2021 projects: complete 
rebuild of Brassow at a cost of $ 498,900; completing the upgrade of 
Dell Rd. from Meridian Court to Bethel Church at a cost of $207,700.00; 
upgrade Waters, Wagner to Tessmer Rd. at a cost of $179,600.00. Dust 
control for 2021 was $51,137.73, and spot limestone at $27,039.00. With a one-
time addition of $225,000 from the general fund, the township invested a 
total of $901,951.67 in township road improvements.

The Arbor Preserve project that proposed approximately 430 attached 
dwelling units and would discharge domestic sewage into the surface 
waters of the Rouse Drain, Pittsfield #1 Drain, and Saline River, has 
been placed on an indefinite hold by the developer with the Michigan 
Department of Energy, Great Lakes and Environment (EGLE).  This 
doesn’t mean the project was denied. The developer can reinstate activity 
by EGLE on the domestic sewage permit at any time. When the developer 
restarts the permit process, EGLE will hold an in person public hearing 
to hear objections and concerns again. Thank you to all who participated 
during the public comment period by sending letters and emails to 
EGLE regarding the wastewater discharge permit. The township will 
keep residents informed via the township website when the developer 
reinstates the application for the discharge permit. 

The township continued to work during the shutdown caused by the 
pandemic. In 2020, permits were issued for 5 new homes. There were 
permits for 10 new inground pools, 10 homes added solar panels and 20 
new permits were issued for whole house generators.

If you are building or adding any type of structure to your property, 
you’re required to obtain a Zoning Compliance Permit from the 
Township. Washtenaw County will not issue a building permit without 
Zoning Compliance. This permit assures the township, and your 
neighbors, that your proposed project meets all the requirements of the 
Zoning Ordinance for placement on your property in each zoning district. 
When you’re ready to start your project, you will need three (3) copies of 
the blueprint (or similar scaled drawing) and three (3) copies of plot plan 
indicating where you intend to place the structure that includes the 
distance from the structure to all the property lines. Existing structures 
should be included on the plot plan. Contact Bill Lindemann at 734-320-
4421 to schedule an appointment for your Zoning Compliance Permit.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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From the Supervisor CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The clerk, treasurer, and supervisor will be working 
remotely on Fridays. On Friday you can make 
contact via email to the individual addresses 
indicated on the front page of the newsletter or 

leave a voice message that is forwarded to each 
individual person.

Please stay safe and be kind to your neighbors. 

— Jan Godek, Lodi Township Supervisor

From the Treasurer
New Payment Option
You can make a current tax payment at Old 
National Bank in Saline during banking hours 
for the exact amount due with your payment 
stub from your tax bill. The branch is located at 
200 N. Maple Rd., Saline, MI 48176. Bank hours 
are currently Mon-Fri from 9:00am–5:00 pm, and 
Saturdays from 9:00am – Noon. They will not 
accept late payments. Payments will be accepted 
at Old National Bank from July 1 – Sept 14th for 
Summer taxes and Dec 1, 2021–Feb 14, 2022 for 
Winter taxes.

2021 Winter Taxes – Mailed 
December 1st, due February 14th 
2021 Summer taxes were due on 09/14/21. Winter 
taxes are due February 14, 2022. Summer taxes 
can still be paid at the Lodi Township Hall with 
accrued interest until the end of February, 2022. 
Unpaid winter and summer taxes as of March 
1st will be turned over to the Washtenaw County 
Treasurer. Keep in mind our tax hours will be 
Mon-Thur 9:00am-Noon. Open on Fridays near 
tax deadlines.

•  For no contact with Covid-19: Pay your bill 
online for a $3.00 fee with an electronic 
check. You will need a routing number and 
bank account number. Our website is www.
LodiTownshipMi.org. Look under Quick Links 
– Tax Information and then View Tax and 
Assessing Information. There is also an option 
to pay by credit card, although this is more 
expensive. The processing fee charged by the 
online company when you use a credit card 
to pay your taxes charges 3% of the entire bill. 

Lodi Township does not profit from any of the 
convenience fees, they are kept by Point and 
Pay who processes them. The electronic check is 
only $3.00 in total and the least expensive way to 
pay online.

•  We are closed for the Holidays December 23-
29th, 2021. We will be open for tax collections 
on Thursday, December 30, 2021 from 9:00am 
– 5:00pm. We are also closed December 31, 2021. 
Any payments left in the drop box dated 2021 
before midnight on 12/31/21 will be entered as a 
2021 payment.

•  If you do not receive a tax bill within 10 days 
of the above mail dates, please contact the 
Treasurer’s office at 665-7583. Per the State of 
Michigan, failure to receive a tax bill does not 
abate late payments and penalties.

•  Remember – We can accept partial payments 
and understand that times may be tough. Keep 
in mind if you make a partial payment on your 
taxes that only the unpaid amount will accrue 
interest. We do not accept prepayments. 

•  We send a courtesy copy of your tax bill if your 
taxes are escrowed. If your bill has this courtesy 
stamp on it, the bill was also sent to your escrow 
company per their request.

•  Payments can be made by mail, drop box at the 
Township Hall, online, our new option at Old 
National Bank in Saline, or in person during 
office hours. Payments must be received by the 
due date, not postmarked. If mailing, please 
allow 7-10 days for delivery.

If you have any questions, please call me at  
734-665-7583 or email me at  
michelle@loditownshipmi.org.

— Michelle Foley, Lodi Township Treasurer
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Winter Maintenance
From the Washtenaw County 
Road Commission 
Q: It snowed last night, when will my road be 
plowed? 

A: Snow removal is performed based upon a priority 
system. When your road will be cleared depends on 
a number of factors, including the type of road you 
use or reside on. 

Q: My mailbox was knocked over by a snow plow. 
Who is responsible for replacing it? 

A: WCRC’s policy is to replace mailboxes that have 
been hit by a snow plow. However, WCRC will not 
repair or replace a mailbox if it was broken by the 
sheer force of the snow coming off the plow blade. 
Please call our office and we will investigate the 
problem. Upon verification that the mailbox was 
hit by our equipment, the mailbox and support 
will be replaced by crews. If the ground is frozen, a 
temporary mailbox and support structure can be 
provided until seasonal conditions allow for final 
installation. 

Q: Why do snow plows block my driveway with 
snow when they clear the road? 

A: WCRC’s first priority is the safety of the traveling 
public and clearing the roads of snow and ice by 
pushing it off the road and shoulders is necessary. 
Sometimes this means that snow is pushed into 
driveways. While plow crews try to minimize the 
amount of snow that gets plowed into driveways 
during a storm, it is the responsibility of the 
property owner to clear their driveway opening. 

We understand the frustration that this causes area 
residents. To minimize extra work, we recommend 
that you shovel to the right side of your driveway as 
you face the road. Shoveling an area large enough 
to hold the snow coming off a plow blade may help 
reduce the need for a “second shovel.” 

Q: Why can’t salt be put on roads before it snows? 

A: Putting salt on road surfaces prior to a snowfall 
wastes time and money since salt often bounces 
from the dry road during application. The portion 
that manages to land in the right location is subject 
to wind and traffic which blows the salt off the road 
before it can do its job.

Winter Maintenance Priorities
The Washtenaw County Road Commission (WCRC) 
is responsible for winter maintenance on 1,649 miles 
of county roads and 581 lane miles of state highways 
and expressways. With few exceptions, WCRC 
conducts winter maintenance on public roads 
located outside of cities and village limits. Cities and 
villages provide winter maintenance with their own 
workforces. 

WCRC performs winter maintenance activities 
in accordance a priority system based on traffic 
volumes, location and road classification (paved, 
unpaved). WCRC’s winter maintenance priorities are 
as follows:

1. Paved County Roads & Select Highways (I-94, 
US-23, M-14, US-12 between I-94 & M-52) 
Goal: Road is generally bare of snow and ice across 
the entire width of the road. Clearing the pavement 
will be a continuous process during and after a 
snow event.

2. M-52, M-153, M-17, & US-12 between I-94 and 
Wayne County 
Goal: Road is generally bare of ice and snow in the 
center portion of the road with enough width for 
a one-wheel track in each direction. Clearing the 
pavement bare of snow and ice over its entire width 
will be accomplished as soon as reasonably possible.

3. Subdivision Roads 
Goal: Road is one plow truck pass wide in each 
direction of travel after the completion of Priority 1 
and initial goal of Priority 2. Clearing entire width of 
the road will be accomplished as soon as reasonably 
possible without requiring overtime work.

4. Gravel Roads 
Goal: Road is one plow truck pass wide in each 
direction of travel after the completion of Priority 1 
and initial goal of Priority 2. Clearing entire width of 
the road will be accomplished as soon as reasonably 
possible without requiring overtime work. 

Winter Maintenance Updates
• Facebook.com/washtenawroads
• Twitter.com/wcroads
• 734-761-1500 or email: wcrc@wcroads.org
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From the Assessor
Question: If I put an addition, garage, deck, or other 
taxable item on my property, how much will my 
taxes go up? 

The short answer: General maintenance items are 
not considered new; things such as replacement 
windows, roof, or siding. These items are considered 
as normal maintenance of a home and not 
considered new to the taxable value of the property.

Assessors are often asked how much will the 
addition of a deck, shed, utility building, family 
room, etc. increase my taxes. The easiest way to 
calculate this would be to take half of what the 
addition will cost and multiply it by the millage 
rate. Be sure to use a contractor’s cost not what 
self-construct cost would be as we do not discount 
for sweat equity and self-construct is typically 
below market value. 

Make sure to use the summer and winter millage 
rate totals. For best results use the property tax 

estimator on our website (https://loditownshipmi.
org). Enter half of the estimated total cost of 
project, pick Washtenaw County, Lodi Township, 
and then your school district. Lodi Township has 
3 different school districts with three different 
Millage rates so make sure you pick the correct 
one. You can obtain millage rates and your school 
district on our website by viewing your current tax 
bill, on the tax and assessing information tab or 
contacting the Treasurer’s department. 

Example: Cost of Project $30,000 (True Cash Value) 
half of that equals $15,000 x Millage rate = Annual 
tax increase. 

Example Calculation of half the true cash value 
is as follows: $15,000 x Millage Rate = Annual Tax 
Increase $15,000 x 34 mills = $510.00 

Please note these are estimates as millage rates 
change yearly. 

— Stephanie Renius, Lodi Township Assessor

Welcome Chief Jason Sperle!
Lodi Township would like 
to welcome Chief Jason 
Sperle to the Saline Area Fire 
Department.
Chief Sperle is a 22-year veteran of the fire 
service, serving time both with the Augusta 
and Pittsfield Township Fire Departments 
where he spent many hours working 
alongside members of the Saline Area 
Fire Department making the transition as 

smooth as possible 
for the community.  
Chief Sperle Has an 
associate degree in 
Fire Science from 
Schoolcraft College, 
a bachelor’s degree in 
Public Safety Administration from Sienna 
Heights University, and a master’s degree in 
Regional and National Homeland Security 
from Eastern Michigan University, along with 
various other awards and credentials. 

From the Saline Fire Department
The Saline Area Fire Department reminds you 
to change your batteries in your smoke detector 
whenever you change your clocks and would 
also like to take this opportunity to request that 

residents in Lodi Township call the department 
at 429-4440 and follow the prompts for a Burn 
Permit if you intend to burn. There is no fee for 
the permit. By reporting this to the Saline Area 
Fire Department, it MAY prevent an unnecessary 
fire run and cost to you.
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Township Notes
Changes to Recycling! 
All Township residents 
received a sticker in 
the winter tax bills to 
affix to their current 
plastic recycle cards 
that were issued in 2020. 
This sticker makes the 
recycle pass good July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022. If 
you are new to the Township since August 2020, 
and did not receive the original card in the mail, 
please contact the office at 734.665.7583 or stop 
by. If you have lost or misplaced your card you 
can purchase a card for $20.00 at the Township. 
Taking recycling to Ann Arbor Recycle is a $3.00 
per visit, so the cost of the replacement card is a 
great value if you frequently recycle. 

We suggest you contact Ann Arbor Recycle with 
any questions and to confirm their current hours. 
With the changing times, we are not notified 
of any changes. Ann Arbor Recycling Website: 
https://www.recycleannarbor.org/divisions/
drop-off-station/about 

Hours: Tue/Thu, 8:30 am to 6:30 pm, Sat, 9 am 
to 6 pm . CLOSED MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS, 
FRIDAYS, & SUNDAYS

If you do have big items or something that is not 
accepted with the Township pass, please be aware 
that you will be charged to recycle those items. 
Credit Cards ONLY. No cash/check. 

Ann Arbor Recycle no longer provides the 
Township with a one-time Clean-Up Day option. 
Washtenaw County does offer several clean-up 
days throughout the county during the spring-
summer months. You can find information 
on those dates here: https://www.washtenaw.
org/2414/County-Clean-Up-Days. 

*2022-2023 Recycle options will be based on Ann 
Arbor Recycling contract with the Township and 
may be mailed out with your Summer 2022 tax bill. 

Hazardous Waste: Can be taken to the Western 
Washtenaw Service Center at 555 N. Zeeb Rd. 
Hazardous Waste is accepted in the summer 
months – the first 3 Saturday’s from 9:00am-
12:00pm. With questions and for winter hours 
please call 734-222-3950. There is no charge for this 
service, donations are encouraged.

Paint: Latex paint and varnish can be dried out, 
or absorbed by adding kitty litter. You can then 
dispose in your normal trash collection. Oil based 
paint and varnish must be taken to a hazardous 
waste collection site. 

Yard Waste will continue at the Township! This 
service is for Lodi Township Taxpayers ONLY. 
Collection is the 4th Saturday of the month 8am-
12:00pm in the Township parking lot.
• September 25th 
• October 23th
• November 27th
• Resuming April 23, 2022

Yard Waste must:

•  Be in biodegradable paper bags (no plastic) 

•  Trimmings and sticks must be bundled no larger 
than 10” in diameter and 4’ long. (No nylon rope 
and string).

DO NOT BRING YOUR GARBAGE to yard waste 
collection, and ONLY biodegradable materials 
are permitted. We DO NOT have the means to 
dispose of materials other than biodegradable 
materials.

Burn Permits: You can burn in Lodi Township, 
you must call the Saline Fire Department at 
734-429-4440 and follow the prompts to leave 
a message with your address, cross roads 
and phone number. Calling for a burn permit 
prevents the cost of a false alarm if the Fire 
Department receives a call. When burning, 
whether it is a pile of leaves or a bonfire, please 
remember your neighbors and make sure 
the wind isn’t blowing smoke into their open 
windows or yard. 
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From the Clerk’s Office
In 2021 the were no elections for Lodi 
Township! In 2022 there is the possibility for a 
May Election, which will be held on May 3, 2022. 
In August, the election will be held on August 
2nd and in November it will be on the 8th. More 
information will be coming soon on the 2022 
Elections. 

There is helpful information on the Michigan 
Voter Information Center website at  
https://mvic.sos.state.mi.us/ .

Registering to vote is simple, you can register to 
vote right from the Michigan Voter Information 
Center. Or you can register in person at the 
Township Hall. Registering to vote can be done 
on Election Day in person at the Township 
Hall, please remember to bring your ID. If you 
have moved into the Township and you need 
to change your address from another Michigan 
address you can fill out a voter registration form 
in the Township Office, and we can register you 
to vote, this will prompt the Secretary of State to 
change your address on your drivers license and 
you will receive a sticker with your new address 
in the mail, saving you the trip to the Secretary 
of State. 

Voting by absentee ballot is always an option for 
every election. If you have requested to be on 
the permanent Absentee List you will receive an 
APPLICATION in the mail that you MUST fill 
out and return to the Township BEFORE a ballot 
is issued. We DO NOT send out any ballots unless 
we have an application for the ballot signed by 
the voter. Applications are also available online 
at the Township Website: https://loditownshipmi.
org/elections-and-clerks-office/ or you can find 
them on the Michigan Voter Information Center. 

You will be able to vote in person as well if you 
choose to. We ask that you please respect social 
distancing in the Polling Location. All in person 
voting will be at the Washtenaw Farm Council 
Grounds, Building A, 5055 Ann Arbor Saline Road, 
Ann Arbor, MI 48103. Polls open at 7am and close 

at 8pm. You must be in line at 8pm in order to 
vote. 

If you are interested in becoming a Poll Worker 
you can find an application on the Lodi 
Township Website. I am always looking for Poll 
Workers. 

Please see the Township website www.
LodiTownshipMI.org for these applications 

• Special Use Permit

• Home Occupation Permit

• Variance Requests

• Land Division/Boundary Adjustments

• Site Plan Applications

• Private Road

• Zoning Amendment 

• Fireworks

Applications need to be filed with the Clerk. 
Once your application is received in the office 
you will be notified of when your Public Hearing 
will be held based on pubic notice requirements 
and the ability to have a quorum present. Special 
Meeting requests are possible, please contact the 
Clerk for information. 

— Christina Smith, Lodi Township Clerk
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Cemetery Maintenance
Holiday Decorations for the cemetery are 
appreciated by all in the Township. We would 
like to thank Debbie Cherry and Susan Corcoran 
for their time and efforts to make our cemetery 
special during the holiday season. 

Without their help and generous donation to 
the township we wouldn’t be able to keep this 

tradition going year to year. If you would like to 
contribute to the cemetery holiday decorations, 
for this year and into the future, we are happy 
to accept donations year around. Plots and 
columbarium spaces are available for Lodi 
Township residents. Please contact the Clerk for 
more information. 

From the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office
As we transition from summer to fall with winter 
only months away, the Sheriff’s Office would 
like to remind you to be safe as you make your 
commute to and from where you need to go. 

As a reminder, roadways can at times be slippery 
from the accumulation of wet leaves, so give 
yourself plenty of space between your vehicle 
and the vehicles around you in the event you 
need to brake quickly. 

Also as cooler temperatures begin to influence 
our habits, we caution you to be sure to remove 
all frost from your windshields before traveling, 
and to also keep your vehicle locked if you chose 

to start it to allow it to warm up prior to leaving 
for your destination. 

Although vehicle thefts are a low concern in 
Lodi, vigilance and caution on your part will help 
to keep it that way; so, keep them locked when 
unattended. 

Additionally, there has been an uptick for 
fraudulent activity throughout the county. If you 
feel that a phone call, email, text message, or any 
other form of communication is suspicious we 
urge you not to provide any personal information 
to the subject and when in doubt, you can always 
call the Sheriff’s Office for guidance. 

Looking Back…
In 1971, the 1867 Lodi Township Hall outhouse 
was abducted from its designated spot located 
behind the building. It was soon found elegantly 
sitting on top of old Saline High School (now the 
Middle School.) 

Township treasurer, Walt Lindemann, contacted 
Board Trustee Eddie Wild, a carpenter by trade, 
to build a new “comfort station” to serve users 
of the township facility. The question to be 
determined was of utmost importance; build the 
new outhouse as a one or two seater. A single 
seater was built and still proudly stands in a 
place of reverence behind the old Township Hall.

Thanks to Bill Lindemann for this memory. We 
would like to hear your stories from past times.



Lodi Township
3755 Pleasant Lake Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Lodi Townhip 
Hotspot
The Township parking 
lot will continue to 
be a hot spot for use 
by families who need 
internet access for 
school purposes.  The 
access is sponsored by 
Washtenaw County 
Broadband Task Force. 

If you are utilizing this hotspot during Township 
business hours please park as close to the grass as 
possible on the east side of the parking lot reserving 
the spaces closest to the building for residents to 
access the Township office.  We hope this helps 
families that have limited internet access within the 
Township.  If you have any concerns please feel free to 
contact us. 

Address: 2950 East Ellsworth Rd. Ann 
Arbor, MI 48108
Phone: 734.971.7400
Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 8:30 am to 6:30 pm; 
Sat. 9 am to 6 pm; Closed Mon., Wed., Fri., 
and Sun.
Credit Cards ONLY. No cash/checks. 


