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Contact Us:
Jan Godek
Township Supervisor
jan@loditownshipmi.org
Ext. 203

Christina Smith
Township Clerk
Christina@loditownshipmi.org
Ext. 202

Michelle Foley
Township Treasurer
Michelle@loditownshipmi.org
Ext. 200

Stephanie Renuis
Township Assessor
assessor@loditownshipmi.org

  3755 Pleasant Lake Road,  
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Office Hours:

•  Monday–Friday  
9:00 a.m. – noon

Holiday Hours:

•  Closed for Thanksgiving No-
vember 25-27, 2020

•  Closed for Christmas Decem-
ber 23-29, 2020

•  Open December 30, 2020 9am-
5pm for tax collection

•  Closed December 31, 2020 and 
January 1, 2021

Assessor Office Hours:

•  Tuesday 9:00 a.m. – noon and 
by appointment only Tuesday 
afternoons until 4:00 p.m. 

734.665.7583 • Fax 734-665-7982

www.loditownshipmi.org

From the Supervisor
The onset of Covid-19 has created many changes to the way the 
Township and the County conduct everyday business, disrupting many 
of the services and impacting the conveniences we’ve enjoyed and 
appreciated for many years. 

Recycle Ann Arbor (RAA) has discontinued all recycling programs they 
previously provided at township offices throughout the county. We 
have negotiated a new contract with RAA for our residents beginning 
September 1. You should have received a laminated RAA pass in the mail 
that will allow you to take your recyclables to the RAA facility on Platt 
and Ellsworth Rd. You will be able to drop off your recyclables any day 
they are open, and can go as many times a week/month as you need. 
As of this mailing, the voucher program has also been discontinued, 
we’re trying to work something out in that area. You can take cleanup 
materials that were on the voucher list to the facility but you will be 
charged. If you have any questions regarding RAA and the materials 
they will accept you should check their website www.recycleannarbor.
org or call 734-971-7400. Acceptable materials will change as needed. 
The YARD WASTE pickup program will continue as usual, the fourth 
Saturday of the month from 8-noon, April through November.

We are trying to prevent having to make appointments prior to entering 
the township office, please use the secure drop box located beside 
the entrance door. You can drop off your absentee ballot application, 
your taxes, and your November ballot. The drop box is accessed every 
morning with taxes and ballots recorded each day. If you want a receipt 
for your taxes, indicate that on the envelope you put your check in and 
Michelle will email or send you a receipt. We are trying to keep residents 
safe and not have to close the office if someone who is working falls ill. 

Our deputy for the last few years, Ed Kovach, has retired and we thank 
him for his service to Lodi residents. Our new deputy is Paul Adkins, I’m 
sure he will be stopping by to introduce himself if he sees you outside.

If you’re building or adding any type of structure to your property, 
you must receive a Zoning Compliance Permit from the Township, 
Washtenaw County will not issue a building permit without a Zoning 
Compliance Permit. This assures the Township and your neighbors, 
that the proposed project you’re adding to your property is within the 
setbacks that are required in each zoning district. In order to receive a 
Zoning Compliance Permit, you will need three (3) copies of what your 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

3755 PLEASANT LAKE ROAD, ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN  48103   |   734.665.7583   |   WWW.LODITOWNSHIPMI.ORG



LODI CONNECTION FALL 2020

From the Supervisor CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

plan (what you intend to build or add on your 
property) and three (3) copies of a plot plan (where 
you intend to add the structure.) Please contact 
the office 734-665-7583 for further information, an 
appointment must be made with Bill Lindemann 
to receive Zoning Compliance. Bill works out of his 
home, not in the office

There will be a proposal on the November ballot 
asking Lodi residents for a millage dedicated to 
road repair. As we all know, roads are a continued 

problem between the Washtenaw County Road 
Commission (WCRC) and the townships. The 
township, in conjunction with WCRC, is developing 
a road repair plan that will lay out where the 
monies will be allocated in the coming years if the 
millage should pass. At the time of this newsletter 
mailing that information is not available, but it 
will be on the website www.LodiTownshipMI.org as 
soon as it is finalized, before the election. 

— Jan Godek, Lodi Township Supervisor

Township Notes
Changes to Recycling! 
All Township residents 
should have received a 
NEW yearly recycling 
pass – good September 
1, 2020-June 30, 2021 
in the mail early 
in September.  If 
you haven’t received a card please contact the 
Township, only one card per household. 

Due to COVID-19, Ann Arbor Recycle has ended 
the monthly recycling at the Township.  You will 
now be able to take your recycle card to the Drop 
Off Station at 2950 E. Ellsworth Road, Ann Arbor, 
MI 48103 as many times as you wish.  Ann Arbor 
Recycle hours can be found on their website at 
www.recycleannarbor.org or by calling 734-971-
7400.  This is for normal recyclables; the use one-
time clean-up day vouchers has been discontinued 
by Ann Arbor Recycling.  We are hoping that we 
can offer this service again in the future. 

Hazardous Waste: Can be taken to the Western 
Washtenaw Service Center at 555 N. Zeeb Rd).  
Hazardous Waste is accepted in the summer 
months – the first 3 Saturday’s from 9:00am-
12:00pm.  With questions and for winter hours 
please call 734-222-3950.  There is no charge for 
this service, donations are encouraged.

Paint: Latex paint and varnish can be dried out, 
or absorbed by adding kittle litter. You can then 
dispose in your normal trash collection.  Oil based 
paint and varnish must be taken to a hazardous 
waste collection site. 

Yard Waste will continue at the Township!  This 
service is for Lodi Township Taxpayers ONLY. 
Collection is the 4th Saturday of the month 8am-
12:00pm in the Township parking lot.
• October 24th 
• November 28th  
• Resuming April 24, 2021

Yard Waste must:

•  Be in biodegradable paper bags (no plastic) 

•  Trimmings and sticks must be bundled no larger 
than 10” in diameter and 4’ long. (No nylon rope 
and string).

Burn Permits: You can burn in Lodi Township, 
you must call the Saline Fire Department 
at734-429-4440 and follow the prompts to leave 
a message with your address, cross roads and 
phone number.  Calling for a burn permit 
prevents the cost of a false alarm if the Fire 
Department receives a call.  When burning, 
whether it is a pile of leaves or a bonfire, please 
remember your neighbors and make sure 
the wind isn’t blowing smoke into their open 
windows or yard.    
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Winter Maintenance
From the Washtenaw County 
Road Commission 
Q: It snowed last night, when will my road be 
plowed? 

A: Snow removal is performed based upon a priority 
system. When your road will be cleared depends on 
a number of factors, including the type of road you 
use or reside on. 

Q: My mailbox was knocked over by a snow plow. 
Who is responsible for replacing it? 

A: WCRC’s policy is to replace mailboxes that have 
been hit by a snow plow. However, WCRC will not 
repair or replace a mailbox if it was broken by the 
sheer force of the snow coming off the plow blade. 
Please call our office and we will investigate the 
problem. Upon verification that the mailbox was 
hit by our equipment, the mailbox and support 
will be replaced by crews. If the ground is frozen, a 
temporary mailbox and support structure can be 
provided until seasonal conditions allow for final 
installation. 

Q: Why do snow plows block my driveway with 
snow when they clear the road? 

A: WCRC’s first priority is the safety of the traveling 
public and clearing the roads of snow and ice by 
pushing it off the road and shoulders is necessary. 
Sometimes this means that snow is pushed into 
driveways. While plow crews try to minimize the 
amount of snow that gets plowed into driveways 
during a storm, it is the responsibility of the 
property owner to clear their driveway opening. 

We understand the frustration that this causes area 
residents. To minimize extra work, we recommend 
that you shovel to the right side of your driveway as 
you face the road. Shoveling an area large enough 
to hold the snow coming off a plow blade may help 
reduce the need for a “second shovel.” 

Q: Why can’t salt be put on roads before it snows? 

A: Putting salt on road surfaces prior to a snowfall 
wastes time and money since salt often bounces 
from the dry road during application. The portion 
that manages to land in the right location is subject 
to wind and traffic which blows the salt off the road 
before it can do its job.

Winter Maintenance Priorities
The Washtenaw County Road Commission (WCRC) 
is responsible for winter maintenance on 1,649 miles 
of county roads and 581 lane miles of state highways 
and expressways. With few exceptions, WCRC 
conducts winter maintenance on public roads 
located outside of cities and village limits. Cities and 
villages provide winter maintenance with their own 
workforces. 

WCRC performs winter maintenance activities 
in accordance a priority system based on traffic 
volumes, location and road classification (paved, 
unpaved). WCRC’s winter maintenance priorities are 
as follows:

1. Paved County Roads & Select Highways (I-94, 
US-23, M-14, US-12 between I-94 & M-52) 
Goal: Road is generally bare of snow and ice across 
the entire width of the road. Clearing the pavement 
will be a continuous process during and after a 
snow event.

2. M-52, M-153, M-17, & US-12 between I-94 and 
Wayne County 
Goal: Road is generally bare of ice and snow in the 
center portion of the road with enough width for 
a one-wheel track in each direction. Clearing the 
pavement bare of snow and ice over its entire width 
will be accomplished as soon as reasonably possible.

3. Subdivision Roads 
Goal: Road is one plow truck pass wide in each 
direction of travel after the completion of Priority 1 
and initial goal of Priority 2. Clearing entire width of 
the road will be accomplished as soon as reasonably 
possible without requiring overtime work.

4. Gravel Roads 
Goal: Road is one plow truck pass wide in each 
direction of travel after the completion of Priority 1 
and initial goal of Priority 2. Clearing entire width of 
the road will be accomplished as soon as reasonably 
possible without requiring overtime work. 

Winter Maintenance Updates
• Facebook.com/washtenawroads
• Twitter.com/wcroads
• 734-761-1500 or email: wcrc@wcroads.org
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From the Assessor
A common question often asked from a new homeowner is Why did 
my taxes go up in comparison to the previous owner’s taxes?  

The short answer: The tax liability increased 
due to the taxable value uncapping the year after 
transfer of ownership.

What is meant by “taxable value uncapping”?

Except for additions and losses to a property, 
annual increases in the property’s taxable value 
are limited to 5% or the inflation rate, whichever 
is less. In the year following a statutory transfer 
of ownership, that limitation is eliminated and 
the property’s taxable value is set at 50% of the 
property’s true cash value (i.e., the state equalized 
value). This is what is meant by “taxable value 
uncapping”. See Michigan Compiled Laws (MCL) 
211.27a(3).

Note: A property’s true cash value is usually not 
the same as its sale price for a variety of reasons. 
An assessor must determine the true cash value 
of a property which has sold in the same manner 
that the assessor determines the true cash values 
of properties which have not sold. Therefore, an 
assessor may not automatically set an assessed 
value or a taxable value at half of a property’s 
selling price. See State Tax Commission Bulletin No. 
19 of 1997 and State Tax Commission Memorandum 
dated October 25, 2005 that describes the illegal and 
unconstitutional practice of “following sales.”

How do I know if I “uncapped”? Example 
from an Assessment Notice

What does this mean for you?

In the calendar year after you purchase your 
property, your taxes will no longer be based on 
the previous owner’s capped taxable value. They 
will uncap and become the same as the assessed 
value. The taxable value in your second calendar 
year of ownership will only increase by the rate of 

inflation or 5%, whichever is less, unless additions 
or losses to the property occur, because it is now 
capped.

Your taxable value may now be different than your 
neighbors. Their taxable value may have been 
capped many years before yours and may have 
a much lower tax bill. The Assessed Value is the 
factor to be used when comparing properties for 
current value in the market. 

The Michigan Department of Treasury has a 
link referred to as, The Millage Rate database 
and Property Tax Estimator allowing individual 
and business taxpayers to estimate their current 
property taxes as well as compare their property 
taxes and millage rates with other local units 
throughout Michigan. See the link below for more 
informatuion.

https://www.michigan.gov/
taxes/0,4676,7-238-43535_43540---,00.html

— Stephanie Renius, Lodi Township Assessor

From the Sheriff’s 
Office
Paul Adkins
23 years with 
WCSO, 20yrs of 
that Road Patrol 
and Community 
Action Team Grew 
up in Romulus MI, 
Associates Degree 
Criminal justice from Washtenaw 
Community College. 
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From the Treasurer

2020 Summer taxes were due on 09/14/20. Winter 
taxes are due February 14, 2021 (extended until 
16th for the Holiday Weekend). Summer taxes 
can still be paid at the Lodi Township Hall with 
accrued interest until the end of February, 2021. 
Unpaid winter and summer taxes as of March 
2nd will be turned over to the Washtenaw County 
Treasurer. Keep in mind our tax hours will be 
Monday–Friday, 9:00am–noon.

•  For no contact with Covid-19: Pay your bill 
online for a $3.00 fee with an electronic check. 
You will need a routing number and bank account 
number. Our website is www.LodiTownshipMi.
org. Look under Quick Links – Tax Information 
and then View Tax and Assessing Information. 
There is also an option to pay by credit card, but 
this is a more expensive option. The processing 
fee charged by the online company when you 
use a credit card to pay your taxes charges 3% 
of the entire bill. Lodi Township does not profit 
by any of the convenience fees, they are kept by 
Point and Pay who processes them. The electronic 
check is only $3.00 in total and the least expensive 
way to pay online.

•  We are closed for the Holidays  on December 
23-29th, 2020. We will be open for tax collections 
on Wednesday, December 30, 2020 from 9:00am 
– 5:00pm. We are also closed December 31, 2020 
and January 1, 2021. Any payments left in the 
drop box dated 2020 before 12/31/20 midnight 
will be entered as a 2020 payment.

•  If you do not receive a tax bill within 10 days 
of the above mail dates, please contact the 
Treasurer’s office at 665-7583. Per the State of 
Michigan, failure to receive a tax bill does not 
abate late payments and penalties.

•  Remember – We can accept partial payments. 
I do understand that times may be tough. Keep 
in mind if you make a partial payment on your 
taxes that only the unpaid amount will accrue 
interest. We do not accept prepayments for 
future tax payments. 

•  We send a courtesy copy of your tax bill if your 
taxes are escrowed. If your bill has this courtesy 
stamp on it, the bill was also sent to your escrow 
company per their request.

•  Payments can be made by mail, drop box at the 
Township Hall, online, or in person during office 
hours. Payments must be received by the due 
date, not postmarked. If mailing, please allow 
7-10 days for delivery.

If you have any questions, please call me at  
734-665-7583 or email me at  
michelle@loditownshipmi.org.

— Michelle Foley, Lodi Township Treasurer

Winter Taxes: Mailed December 1st, 
due February 16th (since the 14th is on a 
Sunday and we are closed for President’s 
day on the 15th)

Cemetery Maintenance
Holiday Decorations for the cemetery are 
appreciated by all in the Township. We would 
like to thank Debbie Cherry and Susan Corcoran 
for their time and efforts to make our cemetery 
special during the holiday season. 

Without their help and generous donation to 
the township we wouldn’t be able to keep this 
tradition going year to year. If you would like to 

contribute to the 
cemetery holiday 
decorations, for 
this year and into 
the future, we are 
happy to accept 
donations year 
around. Plots and 
columbarium spaces are available for Lodi 
Township residents please contact the clerk for 
more information. 
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From the Clerk’s Office
Important Dates for November
•  October 19th – Last day to register in any 

manner other than in-person with the local 
clerk for the November Election

•  October 30th – Last day to obtain a ballot by 
mail

•  October 31st – Clerk’s office open for election 
purposes 8am-4pm

•  October 31st – Voters can submit a written 
request to spoil their ballot and request a new 
ballot up to 2:00pm

•  November 2nd – Voters can obtain an 
absentee ballot and vote in the Township 
Office up to 4pm 

•  November 3rd – voters register to vote and can 
request an absentee ballot in the clerk’s office. 
In-person voting at Farm Council Grounds 
7am - 8pm

Absentee Voting Information
• Anyone can receive an absentee ballot

• You can request an absentee ballot by:

 •  Visiting www.Michigan.gov/vote and 
following the prompts

 •  Going to the Township website @ www.
LodiTownshipMI.org and looking under 
important announcements and clicking the 
link for the application

 •  In person at the Township Hall M-F 9am-
noon

 •  Calling the office and requesting a form at 
734-665-7583

 •  Requesting a form via email at  
christina@LodiTownshipMI.org

•  You will always have to fill out an application 
in order to be issued a ballot

•  Ballots for November will be mailed the end 
of September, if you don’t receive your ballot 
by the middle of September please contact the 
clerk’s office at 734-665-7583

•  You can track your ballot at www.michigan.
gov/vote 

•  You can only PICK UP YOUR OWN ballot 
at the Township, we cannot give you a 
family member’s ballot, a friend’s ballot, or a 
neighbor’s ballot

•  If you don’t receive your absentee ballot, and 
want to vote in person or decide to vote in 
person, you must surrender your ballot in the 
polls by signing an affidavit at the precinct. If 
you don’t have your ballot to surrender, you 
still must sign the affidavit in order to vote

•  You must sign and date your envelope before 
returning. Be sure you sign your own ballot 
(check the label, just to make sure).

•  Signatures are verified – if they don’t match, 
we will be calling you, you cannot sign another 
person’s ballot and return

•  If you make a mistake on your ballot, please 
call the office for help

•  Please make sure you verify that your ballot 
# (on the top right of the ballot) matches the 
number on the top right of your address label 
when putting your ballot back in the envelope 
before returning. Please do not mix ballots up 
between family members, each ballot is coded 
to the individual. 

Things You Need to Know
•   In person voting will be at the Washtenaw 

Farm Council Grounds, 5055 Ann Arbor Saline 
Rd, Ann Arbor, MI 48103, Building A
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•  The polls open at 7am and close at 8pm (YOU 
MUST BE IN LINE AT 8pm TO VOTE)

•  We request that you please wear a mask 
to vote, but it is not required, please be 
considerate of social distancing throughout 
the polls

•  Poll workers will be wearing masks, behind 
sneeze guards and mindful of social distancing 
throughout the day

•  Every voter will be given a sanitized pen to 
use through the whole voting process, please 
return your pen in the boxes after you vote

•  We ask that you remove your ID and have 
it ready to scan and hold up for the election 
worker to verify then hand you your ballot

•  Voting booths, pens and secrecy sleeves will be 
sanitized throughout the day

•  Hand sanitizer will be available throughout 
the polls 

•  Please remember your patience and be 
respectful of the hard-working poll workers

•  In November you can either vote a straight 
ticket, split ticket or a mixed ticket, non-partisan 
and proposal sections must be voted separately 

August Voter Turnout 
Information
In August we experienced a very high voter 
turnout. Absentee Ballot requests totaled 
1,973 with 83% of those ballots being returned. 
335 ballots were either returned late, or not 
returned at all.

In the August 2016 primary, Lodi Township had 
4,832 total registered voters and of them, 1,084 
voted (22.43%).

In the August 2020 primary, we have 5,213 
total registered voters and of them, 2,278 voted 
(43.70%). We are expecting November’s numbers 
to be even higher! Thank you for joining our 
convenient Permanent Absent Voter list. 

When Returning Your Ballot
The State of Michigan is paying for return 
postage on all November absentee ballots. 
If you choose to mail your ballot back to the 
Township, we strongly suggest you mail it NO 
LATER than October 19th for delivery by the 
Post Office. To ensure your ballot is received by 
8pm on Election Night you can use the secure 
drop box at the Township 24/7, or you can drop 
it off in person at the office M-F 9am-noon. Due 
to the pandemic, we strongly encourage you 
use the drop box to the left of the door. We love 
to see our residents, but we also want to protect 
the health of our office staff. 

REMINDER:

Don’t use a Sharpie 
to vote your ballot!



Lodi Township
3755 Pleasant Lake Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48103

Lodi Townhip 
Hotspot
Lodi Township is happy 
to announce that the 
Township parking lot will 
be a Lodi Township Hot 
Spot for use by families 
who need internet access 
for school purposes.  The 
access is sponsored by 
Washtenaw County Broadband Task Force. 

If you are utilizing this hotspot during Township 
business hours please park as close to the grass as 
possible on the east side of the parking lot reserving 
the spaces closest to the building for residents to 
access the Township office.  We hope this helps 
families that have limited internet access within the 
Township.  If you have any concerns please feel free to 
contact us. 

ANN ARBOR 
RECYCLE 
UPDATE! 

New Changes 
at Recycle Ann 

Arbor! Now open 
Monday for 

Special Items!


